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FCREWORD

This bulletin on Ferry County is one of a second egition series devoted
4o presenting the history and present nature of agriculture in each of the
thirty-nine counties of the State of Washington., The original series was
jnitiated in 1956 by the Washington State Department of Agriculture, State
funds were matched by moneys from the United States Department of Agriculture
under the Research and Marketing Act of 1946,

County agricultural data books are intended to serve a variety of needs,
Continually chenging conditions in a dynamic state such as Washington require
constant planning by groups and individuals, especially in the field of mare
keting agricultural products, Xnowledge of land resources, popuilation and
 agricmituraleeconomic trends in a local area such as Ferry County is of grest
value, This book will be useful for reference in public and private imstructlion
ty social studies teachere. It has been devised also to inform edults interested
in krowing more about their immediate area,

Selected geographic facts, agricultursl history, population trends and
statistical Jdata are included to give an overall appreciation of Farry County.
Enumerations of the United States Cepsuses of Population and Agriculture are
summarized to give a perspective of development since the establishment of

Ferry County in 1899, Facts on topography, soll, climate and forest which
4nfluepne farming are integrated from surveys and reports of government agencies,
Egtimates of leading crops by years since 1939 by the Washington Crop and Livéa
stock Reporting Service provide a measure of the trend in the agriculiure of the
county farm industry,

Acknowledgment is accorded the professional work of several persons,
Immediate direction was under Emery C, Wilcox, Agricultural Statistician in
Charge, Field Operations Division, Statistical Reporting Service, United States
Department of Agriculture, Research inmvolved in up-dating and revising the
original information and the preparation of the manuscript of the second edition
of the Ferry County bulletin were performed by George K, Saito; Research Analyst,
Washington State Department of Agriculture, Editing of the first draft of the
. present bulletin was done by Emery C, Wilcox, Agricultural Statisticians of the
Washington Crop and Livestock Reporting Service gave valuable assistance,
Margaret B, Quiroga, Washington State Department of Agriculture, typed all of the
textual and tabular material and prepared the graphss The bullelins were repro=
dnced and assembled by members of the clerical staff of the Washington Crop and

Iivestock Reporting Service, _

Je Do Duyer, Director
Olympla, Washington Washington State Department of Agriculture
February 1, 1965

Fands for this bulletin provided by the Washingion State Departaent
of Agrioulturs wers matohod dy the Unided Statss Department of Agriculture
under the Researoh and Maxketing Ant of 1046,
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I: roduction

Ferry County is located in northeastera Wéshligtci bordering Canadas The
Columbia and Ketile Rivers neatly define the county's sastern and southern bound-
aries, To the west lies Okanogan County, Ferry County, a lamd of Okanogan high-
lands and valleys, supports an expanding agricultural economy based primarily on
i ES‘OOC&, forest products and forage srops,

With an area of 2,259 square miles (approximately 1,LL5,760 acres), Ferry is
ninth in size among ths 39 washington coun$1es, The county is approximately 90

-tV mm T doe metadl need aleennd Tam sxd Ao Parem mnok da cennd A nevedd ne
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to the 1959 Census of Agriculture, about 21 percent of the county was in farms
and around 1,4 percenmt or 19,519 acres was in harvested croplands, Over 80 per-
sent of the county is in forests but a sizable portion of the woodland is pastured.
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Crops, however, when added to the local livestock industry and farm forestry, make
agriculture a major segment of the total economic resource base of Ferry County,

Since the early part of the last century, settlers cf varied origins and nation-
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with employment 1n he T rest products indusvry, mlning and serVice trades.
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Early frontier agiiculture in the area now occupied by Ferry County was

practiced by fur traders and misslonaries in the lower Kettle River Valley at its
4uncture with the Columbia River, As early as 1816 the Hudson Bay Fur Company

introduced subsistence farming and gardeming in the vegion at Fort Colville which
was located near Ketble Falls in present Stevens County. In 1826, Angus McDonald

of the Hudson Bay Fur Company introduced cattle into the Kettle River Valley.
Tathar Anthenv Rovalli. a Jesuit missionarv. arrived in the npper Colville River

;:E Kétfzgaiivarﬂ§éii;§s iﬁwiéﬂg-aggwggiablishedwgiz-Pgai;;-Missian.——R;;Qili
taught the Colville Indians some af the rudiments of gerdening and livestock

ralising,
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2 : Ferry County, Washington .

ment of Ferry County to a minﬁmum prior %o the mid-lBhO?s. The treaty of 18&6
established the present Canadian boundaty and ended British ¢laims to all lands T a
to the souﬁn. Immigration iato tha area alsoc was ratarded by Indian hostllity :

U. S. Army in 1858 Indian land rights and homesteadlng rights of the white men
in Ferry County were not entirely elarified and established until the Colville
Indian Reservationwas created covering the southern part -of the county dn 18?2. -
White settlement in the area was further restricted when the Colville. National
Forest was established in-1907 covering most of northern Ferry County, ST

Perry County's present, general 11vestock farmlng pattern bevan with the
development. of - gold and-silver mining in the Okanogan Highlands. ground the 1890's,
In 1896, Jokn ‘Welty discovered gold and silver 4in.the.area near the presentasite =
of Republic. An:influx of miners followed and ths Republic mining distpict-:
developed irto one of:the main mining areas of Washingion, - Other wmineral diBe .
coveries were made.in-the Kettls River Valley, - Mining towns and camps,sprang.up-. -
in4he areas These included the present towns of Orient, Boyds and Republic,-
Agriculture: in the valleys was stiwulated by the mining population which created -
a- Bood. local :market’ for farm-goods, ¥ Remoteness of the mining activities from al=- -
ready estiéblished farm areas was a.factor-in the rapid development;-of local agrie.
culdure, :Local -brade in beef, mutton, pork, bacon, milk, butier, potatoesy wheab ,
and hay cans:zd aniexpansion of commercial ferming, Indians on-the- Colville T
ReserVatlon also developed a good trade in. hcrsea and cattle.- : - S

(Y

On February 21, 1899, the Washlngton Leglslature creaued Ferry County from
the western portlon of older Btevens County., The new county was named in honor .
of Elisha P, Ferry, the first Governor of the State of Washington, The county
seat was:established' at Republic, _-At:%he time of its creation, northern Ferry
County. 'wasg one .of the most active mining regions of eastern Wéshlngton. In. 1900,'
the Census cuunted h,562 persons in the countya o S e

Early Ferry County agriculture Wwas, devohed mos%ly to 1ivestock and the L
raiszng of . feed orops, -local farmers:scught markets outside the immediate area; :
Iivestock were-driven over trails . and roads to railheads and livestock yards in .-
Spokane, :Colville, Davenport and Wilbur: The Columbia River also was used to.-
ship Ferry :County livestock to outside -markets, Sanpoil and Kettle Valley livew.
stockmen alsc were able to move some cattle northward into the mining camps of -
British Colunbia 2t Grand Forks and Trail,
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_/ This historical summary has beeh derived from the following fowr sources:
(1) Ben Burgunder, "Recollections of the Inland Empire". The Washington
Historical Quarterly, Washington Historical ‘Society, Vol. ] 17y PP 190w
510, Epril 1926, DPublished by University of Washington Press, Seattle, ‘
(2) Washington State Associations of County Commissioners and Engineers ‘in .
cooperation with the State Collegé of -Washington, The Book of the
Ceuntiss, 1953, Yearbook, Sge”section for Ferry County, pps 9B-ib0,

preparsd by E. O, Bendixen; 19535 . -
(3) Washington State Historical Society,: Washin ton, A Guide 1o the Evergreen
State (Revised 1950), See pages 453459, 5—79. “Metropolitan Press,

N Portland, Oregon, 1950.
{k) Richard M, Perry WThe Counties of Washington", Secretary of State, State
of Washington, Olympia, 1943 (mimeographed). See section on Ferry County,
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In 1902, Ferry County’'s agricultural markcting was greatly improved with the
completion of a Great Northern Rallway branch line which connected Republic with
the Canadian Pacific Railwey abt Grand Forks in British Columblae A Great Northern

Railway branch line was built up the region's Colville and Kettle Rivers prewiding
Ferry County a good access route to the Spokane market areas

Ly ore 1920, cu ] ies of Canada and the United Stat
low and an imporbant trade developed across Ferry Countyfs Canadian border,
Livestock and perishable produce were shipped over the international boundary,
United States Customs established three ports of entry on the Ferry County

T T 3 T 31V’
berder--laurier, Danvilie and Ferryo
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By 1935, mining activities in the counzy were on a downward trend but the
area's economy was strengthened hy the CGrand.Coulee Project undertaken by the

Y P Ry | = P D, amad TOLA  menwme T N moed Ao o Trewae o
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ployed at the counstruction site of Grand Coulee Dam and in clearing and removing
proverty from areas to be lnundatéd by the creation of Roosevelt Lake behind the
dam, When the dam was completed, considerable crop and grazing land was flooded

.
() A : A = ) T
on the Ferry County shore of the large reservoir, The villages of Keller,

Inchelium and Boyds were moved to higher ground, Properties were bought out'and
new roads and railroads were constructed as a result of the reservolr, Construce
tion activity and market copportunities related to the Grand Coulee Project were an

4mnnr+gh+ gtimulng to the erowth of Ferry Countvis livestook and Agirv industry,
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Since 1935, much progress has been made in the rural area development of
Ferry County. The Colville National Forest has been developed for multiple use

in timber mannppmpnt- grazing and recreation, The U, S, Denartment of Intaerior
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has carrled out a program of improving the conditions in the Colville Indian
Reservation, Roosevelt Lake has been developed for recreation, State and county

roads have been vastly improved. An impcrtant field of progress has been in rural
electrification by Publie Utﬂ-ftv District One of Ferry County. Improved game

management by the gstate has increased the number of hunters and fishermen vlsiting
Ferry County,

The present farm economy of Ferry County is based largely on 1ivestock. farm
forestry and feed crops. The value of all famm products sold from Ferry Oounty
farms increased greatly from 1940 when it was worth $434,629 to $1,066,056 in I9L9
and $1,327,hl1 in 1959, The use of upland grazing areas and fertile valley lands
have been 1mprGVed through group work and programs devoted to animal husbandry and
grassland management, Guidance and leadership along these lines have come from
numerous successful livestockmen and from private assoclations and publie agencles,
The Washington Cattlemen's Association and the Washington Wool Grower's Associe
ation have contributed much to Ferry County's livestock industry. Research
carried on by the Experiment Station of the Washington State University has been
of considerable ald to the area's livestock and ¢rop management.and production,
Rangeland management has been performed by the U, S, Forest Service in Colville
National Forest while elsewhere in the county, soil consérvation and management
practices have been gnided by the U, 8, Soil Conservation Serviee, The County
Agent of the Extension Service has proved valuable in the over all development

and improvement of Ferry County's agriculture,
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- Bource:’

o ,/ U, S, Cansus of Populatlon, 19600 ,

- Table 1, Ferry County's Rank Compared With
' SR O'bher Washington Counties, 195 ~
Them Comparad L . Rank Quantity
- qugggl , .
A Land area I AXEEE AN RENTRE NXE LN 9 1,h06,080 aar‘aa B )
. - Number, of £AYMS sesescevsensoree] 35 283 farms -

La.nd in farms-percent HETePODES - 22 AL 21.2 pe"’cen‘b
Average cize of farme soeeseeses |29 |+ .1053,9 acxes :
Cropland harvested .socesecasscss | 27 19,519 sCres

.. Jrrigated.land in fagmB eesecces | 28 2,598 acras ¢ -
: Rurél farm - popula'bion ‘pegesensen |¢ 35 . 797 persons :_-/
. Total county population YTt 36 o 3,889 persons _J_./
. Ga gh farm income - ... :
T Value. of all farm produets sold, --~3h 1 327,hh1 dol'la.ra'f’
Velue: bf Yivestock 8013 eessse| 33 931,057 dollisrs
) ‘Value of crops 8014 yesseieees | 33 396,381; dol.l.ars
g A_fIJVestock on. farms : |

- Al cattle and CBlVES sseseseves| 26 | 15,097 head’

' A Milk cows Geveiosass o essisanneT 37 . 390 head o ‘
Hogs QUCCI.ISOICI‘th...'.llll'..: 27 1 365 head - - b 3
Ghickena .G“....Q.‘O...lcdl.l.b 36 7’5&7 birda ‘

’ ':Horses and mules coccocaoncoocco . 20 : 858 head

: 'Sheep and 1ambs ssoesssvessenses | 23 1,71}-2 head .

- ‘Dairy and poultry produet& gold C ~

" TValue of dairy products sold eas| 36 15,997 dollars
Wh013 milk SOId Ssavesvsertssnnse 36 : 288 328 PoundB L

. Value of peultry products. sold o |. 39 ‘12, 856 dollars SO

) GhiCkens s°1d .otncoctco-u-oonoo ] 36 ,109 birdﬂ L .
Eggs sold SB0assscastaserssatsas 39 333217 dozen

Important crops harvested '

o ﬁlfalfa 0000:-00.-.-.000.0-.0-'. ‘, 12 9’777 acre‘a A ’

. ulover-‘bimothy ecrssrarenerasens 25 . - 781 301‘93 . Che s
-Small graing for hay seseeeecove|. 3 3,050 acres . R

Ue S Gensue of Agriculture, 1959e



